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June 2018

Mrs D Barnes
President
Eathurst Family History Group
PO Box 1058
BATHURST NSW 2795

Dear Diane and Members,
I am writing to advise you that following your incredible endeavours and

the recent plaque ceremony at the Bathurst Cemetery I undertook, with
pride, to make a Private Members Statement in Parliament to recognise
your outstanding achievements.
Please find attached a copy of this Statement which is a reflection of
your undertakings and acknowledgement of the invaluable contribution
you make to the Community.
Once again, congratulations on your outstanding work and my best
wishes for the future.
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Kind regards
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Paul Toole MP
htlember for Bathunst
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Mr PAUL TOOLE (Bathurst-Minister for Lands and Forestry, and Minister for Racing)
112:371: A special group in my electorate is the Bathurst Family History Group. Bathurst is one of the

oldest inland settlements in Australia and it is important that organisations such as this capture the
history and heritage of the local community, especially in books and various other data, to ensure it is
not lost" Today I pay tribute to the work they have undertaken. The Bathurst Family History Group is
providing the community with the perfect opportunity to explore the histories and lives of past
residents who were teachers, nurses, publicans and entrepreneurs. Some were from the migrant
carnp in the nearby area. The group has looked at the lives of interesting characters from the early
1800s to the early 1900s. The Bathurst Family History Group also participates in cemetery tours,
which is a perfect opportunity to discover the characters and events that make up the rich and
colourful history of the Bathurst community and its residents.
The Bathurst Family History Group was founded in 1984 by a small number of people who
wanted to help each other make progress with their family history research. Through their work, a
special story has emerged about families who resided at the migrant camp in Bathurst, which was
established in 1948 on a former army site. The camp provided makeshift accommodation in ex-army
huts because nothing else was available due to a severe housing shortage at that time.

The migrants were housed in iron sheds, wooden barracks and tents. The accommodation was cold
in the winter and hot in the summer. Many facilities were in poor condition and they needed constant
repair. Single people had narrow iron beds set out in a dormitory style. Married quarters were
petitioned off into separate sections, but the petitions were flimsy and did not allow for much privacy.
Tents were also used to accommodate the migrants.
On arrival in Bathurst, families had few possessions. They were issued with clothes, shoes,
linen and towels. They spent the first winter living in tents and then moved into family quarters in the
huts. The migrant camp was like a town that at times had a population almost the size of Bathurst.
Australia accepted nearly 200,000 migrants until 1950, and as many as 8,000 people lived in the
Bathurst camp at any one time. By 1952 more than 80,000 migrants had passed through its gates.
One of the stories recounted relates to a child who arrived at the camp 67 years ago, Dutch migrant
Adrianus "Aadje" Nicholaas Maria Van Der Klugt, who was just six years old, died after a freak
accident at the camp. The family had been at the camp for only a few days when this adventurous
little boy climbed onto the roof of the laundry and fell. The injuries he sustained were fatal. He was
interred at the Bathurst cemetery, but his grave has remained unmarked and unknown since his death
in 1951.
Through the research undertaken by the Bathurst Family History Group, his grave has been
discovered and a headstone and plaque have now been erecled. At least 11 members of Aadje's
family attended the special dedication ceremony held recently in Bathurst. A second headstone and
plaque have also been placed to acknowledge and to represent all the children who died at the
migrant camp between 1948 and 1952. I comrnend the endeavours of the Bathurst Family History
Group and its commitment and dedication. The members have worked tirelessly to acknowledge
those special elements of our history that should be acknowledged. As a nation we should
respectfully acknowledge the contribution and the lives of those who passed through the Bathurst
Migrant Camp.

