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TRACING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY

How To Begin

Before commencing to research your family history it is probably best to read, or buy, a book about the basics
of research. One of the best books for beginners is Compiling Your Family History by Nancy Gray. This book
costs is quite cheap and contains a wealth of information for those just starting as well as the seasoned researcher.

The most important thing to remember is best summed up by Nancy Gray when she says: "There is only one way
to trace your family history - by working backwards from yourself on the firm foundation of proof of descent."
There is no point in assuming that because someone with the same Surname arrived on the First Fleet that you are
automatically descended from them. You need to establish the links by commencing with yourself and working
back through your parents, then their parents and so on.

By obtaining your own birth certificate it will show your parents date of marriage and age at the time of your birth.
The place of your parents birth is also shown. This certificate will give you enough information to obtain both
parents birth certificates and their marriage certificate. From obtaining these certificates you probably can obtain
information about grandparents and so on.

By joining a Family History Group you can meet a diverse group of people ranging from the beginner to the
experienced researcher who knows the intricacies of both local and overseas research. Members share their
experiences and problems and sometimes a solution can be found to what appeared to be an insurmountable
problem.

The Family History Group of Bathurst offers:

• Friendly people willing to help newcomers

• Extensive resources available to members at meetings and during normal library hours

• Research Meetings alternate with interesting guest speakers

• Special Family History Seminars presented by internationally respected speakers from time to time

• Extensive indexes of local newspapers, burials and other family history research material.

• Microfiche and microfiche reader may be hired by members so that research can be undertaken at home at a
time that suits you.

• The group's journal, Carillon Chimes, is published six times a year, in February, April, June, August, October
and December. Members may insert Research Inquiries free of charge - for Non-members there is acharge of
$10

• Use the Microfilm/Microfiche Copier at Discounted Rate or hire the Group's reader and microfiche for
research at home.

• Share your discoveries and problems with others who may be able to assist you.

• Learn about Resources and Sources that you didn't know existed and learn how to make the best use of them.
The joining fee is $10 and the annual membership fee is $20. Further Reading:

There are quite a lot of books on Family History Research and the following list is by no means exhaustive.
Several of these books are now out of print but they and other useful books are available in the Bathurst Family
History Group’s library. These books are useful for both the beginner and the experienced researcher.

1. Gray, Nancy, Compiling Your Family History; A Guide to Procedure Society of Australian Genealogists,
Sydney.

2. Kyle, Noeline, Tracing Family History in Australia, Methuen, Sydney 1985.

3. Lea-Scarlett,E., Roots and Branches: Ancestry for Australians Fontana/Collins, 1980.

4. Puttock, A.G., Tracing Your Family Tree for Australians and New Zealanders, Lothian Publishing, Melbourne
1979.

5. Reakes, Janet, The A to Z Genealogical Handbook, Methuan, Sydney, 1986.

6. Vine-Hall, N. Tracing Your Family History in Australia: A Guide to Sources, Rigby, Sydney, 1985.

There is a good collection of reference books in the Group's Library - You will never know how useful the material
is unless you check it out for yourself.


